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CHRISTMAS GREETINGS 
 

 

Wishing all our 
friends at Hockley & 
Hawkwell Methodist 
Church a Happy 
Christmas.   
 
Stay positive and 
test negative!  
  
From Kay & Michael 
 

 

I wish everybody a 
happy Christmas and New 
Year. It has to get better! 
From Keith 
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Wishing all our Friends at  
Hockley and Hawkwell Methodist 
Church a Very Happy Christmas.  
We know this will be a difficult year  
but our thoughts are with you all. 
 

With Love from Sandra & Colin 
 

Season's greetings 
to all our friends at 
Hockley Methodist 
Church.   "Hoping 
we shall all be able 
to meet once more 
in the New Year.  
 
Love to everybody. 
 
Jenny and 
Bernard Poole 
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Merry Christmas to 
everyone. Keep 
safe. June Parkhurst 

 
 

Poppy and Millie 
now seven and nine 
months old 
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Our family wishes 
you all love joy and 

peace this 
Christmas 

  
The Burton Family  
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To all the fellowship at Hockley 
Methodist I send my warmest 
greetings for Christmas and 
express my prayerful sharing with 
them of the inevitable challenges 
and uncertainties of 2021.  Let us 
remember that God holds the key of 
all unknown and seek to follow him 
whatever door he opens for us.     

 Stan 
 

Wishing everyone at 
Hockley and Hawkwell 
Methodist Church a Very 
Happy Christmas.  
 

I came across this "recipe" 
on the internet and I like the 
sentiment 
 

A dash of Joy mixed with 
A touch of Peace 
Add a pinch of Magic 
And stir with Hope 
Garnish with Love and have 
a wonderful Christmas. 
 

                 
With love from Rosalind x 

 

Merry Christmas 

everyone! It might be 

a bit different from 

normal, but we hope 

everyone is able to 

enjoy the Christmas 

period! 
 

Let’s hope we can 

start being a bit more 

sociable again in 

2021!! 
 

Love from Eleanor, 

Scott, Jessica and 

Amelia xx 
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Wishing you all every happiness 
this Christmas and good wishes 
for the New Year Take care 
 

Love from Jean Saunders (the 
young lady in the photo) 
 

We once were in 
Tier One and then 
it was Tier Two. 
You get to know 
the rules and then 
don't have a clue. 
A few weeks down 
the line and Tier 
Two rules are 
known. 
But things are 
going to change as 
cases now have 
grown. 
 
Christmas won’t be 
easy as we now 
are in Tier Three. 
The new rules are 
confusing, surely 
it's not just me. 
On the twenty third, 
the rules change 
once again. 
We can now meet 
up for Christmas, 
or have I gone 
insane? 
 
Ray  Williams 
   

“It’s been a strange year” or 
something remarkably 
similar, have been the 
opening words of many of 
our Christmas letters from 
friends. What an 
understatement! Let’s hope 
2021 is an improvement. 
 
Hoping that you have an 
enjoyable Christmas and a 
peaceful New Year  

 

 Muriel and Mike 
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Rev. Calvin Samuel’s Pastoral Letter 
 
Earlier today Essex was categorised by UK 
government in Covid–19, Tier 3: Very High Risk.  
 
Although church worship is still permitted under 
Tier 3, (albeit with strict non socialising between different households 
restrictions), after consultation with Church Leaders we have sadly 
recommended to the Church Council that we suspend meeting in person 
for worship from this weekend onwards and over the Christmas period. 
 
This decision has not been made lightly. It was prompted by a desire to 
protect our vulnerable members from potential harm, to minimise the risks 
of possible Covid–19 infection that might then have prevented us from 
enjoying mixing with our families and loved ones over the Christmas and 
new year periods, and to ‘do our bit’ to try to reduce the rate of infection 
here in Essex. 
 
I recognize that this will be a blow for many. Worshipping together at 
Christmas, one of the four great Festivals of the Church, carries great 
significance for us all. 
 
It’s yet another hard moment this year has brought us. Like many of you I‘ll 
be glad when 2020 is over. It’s been a long and hard year, full of challenge, 
and marked by lockdown, pandemic and economic hardship. I’m more than 
ready to start afresh in the hope that next year will be better than this. 
 
That’s ultimately what Christmas brings us, hope for a better future.  That 
hope was wrapped up in the most unexpected of packages: a small child, 
bundled in swaddling bands and laid in a manger. 
My prayer is that this Christmas we will discover small bundles of hope and 
joy and peace in the midst of a challenging time. 
 

Radiant God, 
in Jesus Christ your light shines in our darkness, 
giving joy in our sorrow 
and revealing your presence in our loneliness. 
Fill our hearts with your light  
than in the darkness of this world 
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our lives may shine with your eternal splendour; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
All God’s Blessings for Christmas and the New Year. 
 
Radio 4 listeners might like to note that I’ll be taking the New Year’s Day 
Daily Service on BBC Radio 4 Long Wave at 09.45 GMT. Or catch it later 
on BBC Sounds here: https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/m000qnj8  
 

Calvin 

 
Prayers 
 
God of all hope we call on you today. 
We pray for those who are living in fear: 
Fear of illness, fear for loved ones, fear of other’s 
reactions to them. 
May your Spirit give us a sense of calmness and 
peace. 
 
We pray for your church in this time of uncertainty. 
For those people who are worried about attending 
worship. 
 
For those needing to make decisions in order to care for other 
For those who will feel more isolated by not being able to attend. 
Grant us your wisdom. 
 
Holy God, we remember that you have promised that 
Nothing will separate us from your love – demonstrated to us in Jesus 
Christ. 
Help us turn our eyes, hearts and minds to you. 
Amen 
 
We remember especially at this time, those known to us, Christine 
Holloway in hospital, Kath in hospital, Ron Holloway at home, Vivienne 
Mackenzie, and her family after the loss of her husband Ian, Eunice at 
home, Sheila in a home and our families with young children, unable to 
enjoy the usual Christmas activities.  We pray that the joy of Christmas 
will touch us all, bringing peace and hope for the future.  
Amen 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/m000qnj8
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Closed Again! Welcome to Tier 3 

Although, in Tier 3, churches can remain open for worship (under the 
same restrictions as Tier 2) Calvin and the Church Council have decided 
that, given the rising rates of infection and hospital admissions in Essex 
and the South East, we should avoid meeting and instead contribute to 
efforts to minimise the spread of the virus in the community. 
 
Church will therefore close for worship with immediate effect and all 
services will transfer to Zoom. We will remain closed while we remain in 
Tier 3. When infection rates decline significantly or we come out of Tier 3 
the position will be reviewed.  
 
The Carol Service and Christingle will be on Zoom at the times already 
publicized – 11:15am and 5:00pm respectively. Joining details will be sent 
out in time for these services and for the Zoom service already planned 
for Christmas Day morning at 10:15am. The format of the Section Service 
on Sunday 27th December hasn’t yet been decided but is likely to be on 
Zoom. Again, joining details will be sent out  
 
Calvin’s YouTube services will cintinue to be available at 
https://www.youtube.com/results?search_query=Rev+Calvin+Samuel  
Calvin issues a copy of the liturgy for his online service each week. If  
you would like a copy email Nicola at hmmc1883@gmail.com 
 
We are continuing with our Wednesday Morning Social Chat at 
10:30am and, for as long as Ray’s willing to think up the questions, with 
Ray’s Friday Quizzoom at 7:00pm. There won’t a Chat on 30th 
December though, and no Quizzoom on  25th Decemebr  or 1st January.  
 
This is the last newsletter before Christmas and next one won’t appear till 
January 2021. As of January it will be produced monthly instead of 
fortnightly. 
 

 

 
 

https://www.youtube.com/results?search_query=Rev+Calvin+Samuel
mailto:hmmc1883@gmail.com
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The Christmas Tree 
 
Thank you to the Burton family for decorating the Church Christmas  tree 
– it looks great. And even though Church is now closed it will be seen by 
passers by beacause it’s illuminated at night 

  
                                                

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

    
 

      Hairy Plin Movies  latest blockbuster 
          The Christmas Celebration Video 
 
If you haven’t watched it yet, there’s plenty of time over Christmas! It’s a 
Christmas Celebration of carols, a 
sketch, a quiz, serious and 
humorous readings and an 
introduction and blessing from 
Calvin. Ros is singing and Peter 
playing and there are appearances 
by Anne, David, Ray, Dillon, 
Minnie, Mike and Muriel. Billy 
contributed artwork and a song.  There are 13 items and it's about 40 
minutes long but there's an interval(!!) so you don't have to watch it all at 
once. 
  
“Never seen anything like it” The Guardian 
“Don’t know where to begin” Cinema, Film and Movie Magazine 
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Newsletter No. 30 

Thank you, once again, to everybody who’s contributed. This 
is the last edition until the New Year. 
 

Muriel & Mike 

hairy plin publications, boggart hole clough, manchester   
 


